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HEADQUARTERS 36TH INFANTRY DIVISION
APO #36, U.S. Army
16 June 1944
MEN OF THE 36TH INFANTRY (TEXAS) DIVISION

It is with great pride that I congratulate you on your magnificient
achievements in battle to date.

Nine months ago you landed on the hostile beaches of PAESTUM, the
van=-guard of your country's Army, to crash the gates of Hitler's
European Fortress. In that, your first action of the war, fighting
courageously against well-trained enemy forces of long combat experience,
you established the first American beachhead on the European Continent,
the first to be established anywhere by Amerilcans against German opposition.

For this achievement alone, you have a right to feel justly proude.

Later on, while subject to hardships that have never been exceeded
by any troops anywhere, you drove the enemy from his well-organized,
stoutly defended positions in the hill masses of CAMINO and SUMMUCRO;
from MT. MAGGIORE, MT. LUNGO, MT. ROTUNDO and SAN PIETRO. You
punished him severely. His losses in men and material were great.
Throughout this period of bitter winter weather, under the most adverse
conditions of climate and terrain, you meintained a cheerfulness and
enthusiasm far superior to that of your enemye.

Then came your gallant effort on the RAPIDO. Let us bow our heads
in reverence to the fallen comrades who crossed that bitterly contested
stream and put up a great, if losing, fight - as great from the stand=
polnt of sheer gallantry and determination as any recorded in the
ennals of our Armed Forces.

At CASSINO and CASTELLONE RIDGE you were severely tested. You
suffered losses, but you captured vital high ground from the strongly
entrenched enemy, and held it throughout a month of hard fighting.

After a well-deserved rest you were ordered to attack again « at
a critical time and at 2 critical place near VELLETRI, to break the
stronghold of the enemy defenses east of ROME. History will record
forever your outstanding success. In a week of brilliant maneuvers
and relentless assaults on one position after another, VELLETRI,
ROCCA DI PAPA, MARINO and beyond, you killed and captured well over
three thousand of the enemy; routed him from his strong, well-
organized positions and drove him across the TIBER in disorder.

Your brilliant performance on that famous battlefield was a ma jor
contribution in the capture of the first European capital to be
recovered from Nazi occupation. For your magnificient accomplishment
here, CGeneral Marshall sent a personal message of congratulation to
you and to me. The German Army 1s still reeling from your blows.

The relentless pressure of your attacks will substantially shorten
the duration of the ware. Your victorious march through the streets
of the citles of your enemy cannot be long delayede

FRED L. WALKER
Ma jor General, U.S. Army
Commanding
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HEADQUAKTIRS 36TH INFANTRY DIVISION
ARO #36, U. S. army

AG 200,6 3 august 1944

SUBJZCT: Award of Silver Star,

TO : Sergeant CHARIES H. COOLIDGE, 34286521,
Company M, 141st Infantry Regiment,
APO #36, U. S. army.

Under the provisions of army Regulations 600-45, you are awarded
a Silver Star for gallantry in action.

CHARLES H. COOLIDGE, 34286521, Sergeant, Company M, lilst
Infantry Regiment, for gallantry in action on 31 May 1944 in
Italy. Sergeant Coolidge's machine gun section had participated
in a forced night march to cut off the enemy garrison in a be=
leaguered strongpoint. Shortly after daylight the battalion made
contact with the enemy and deployed for a fight., Operating in
support of a rifle company, the machine gun section received severe
sniping and point blank fire from self-propelled guns, When the
enemy counterattacked in steength, Sergeant Coolidge and the other
members of the machine gun section greeted them with devastating
fire and inflicted many casualties. approximately a company of
enemy threatened the left flank. Cuickly moving their guns to an
exposed position only twenty-five yards from the nearest enemy,
Sergeant Coolidge and his companions used a free traverse to
place such effective fire on the onrushing foe that those not
killed or wounded were panicked into scattered disorganization
and made easy to capture, Thus the threat was dispelled largely
because of the quick-witted courage of Sergeant Coolidge and his
comrades. His gallant action reflects great credit upon himself
and the Armed Forces of the United States. wuntered the Service
from Signal sountain, Tennessee.

UIST
sMajor General, U, S, aroy
/ Commanding
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